
How Can We Ensune Oun
Fonests Fon The Futune?
With more people relying on less forest land to meet our many demands, every-
one has a responsibility to be stewards of New Hampshire's forests. Forest land-
owners and the people who manage and work in the forest have a direct oppor-
tunity to ensure these forests for the future.

Much of the lorest land in New Hampshire is well suited to providing multiple
benefits. Forests may house diveise wildlife, support timber harvesting, provide
recreational opportunities, and clean our air and water - all at the same time.
Today, professional land managers take a holistic approach to determining the
best uses for our forests.

Managing Forests For Many Benefits

More than 1,700 landowners in the state actively manage their forest land foi
timber, wildlife, water, and recreation through the Tree Farm Program. They
care for approximately 25% of the forest land in the state. Another 1,400 land.
owners participate in the federal Forest Stewardship Program and guide man-
agement of their forest lands with professional stewardship plans.

New Hampshire has more than 200 licensed professional folesfers who help
landowners manage their forests. These foresters write stewardship plans,
design woods roads and hiking trails, manage the forest for wildlife, and sell timber, following laws and best
management practices. Working with naturalists, wildlife biologists, and others, foresters ensure healthy
forest ecosystems for landowners, citizens, and wildlife.

As many as 1,400 loggels work closely with lando\amers and foresters in New Hampshire. They construct
woods roads, harvest trees, and transport wood to mills. More than 500 oI the state's loggers are trained
through the Professional Loggers Program. This program provides advanced training in sustainable for-
estry, safety, first aid, and environmental regulations to benefit the health and future of both loggers and
the forest.
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Protecting Forests Of Special Value

Some forest lands possess exceptional values that deserve to be protected They may host rare plants

and animals, offer spectacular views, or provide unique recreational opportunities. By protecting these

lands from development, the exceptional values of these lands can be preserved for the benefit of future
generations.

ln the early 1990s, New Hampshire permanently protected more than 100,000 acres from development

through the Land Conservation Investment Program and the Trust for New Hampshire Lands This effod'

authorized by the NH Legislature, combined public funds with private donations to protect critical forest

and farm land around the state.

Thirty private ldnd fnrJtJ and conservation organizations own and protect thousands more acres across the

state. Many protect forest land by purchasing it. Others hold conseroation easements on more than 51,000

acres. Landowners who want to ensure that their land is never developed often sell or donate easements to

conservation organizations. The easements restrict how the land can be used in the future, and usually
provide tax benefits that enable landowners to avoid subdividing and selling their land.

currently, a group of conservation organizations and state agencies is working to identify ecosystems that

are unique or special to New Hampshire. By identifying, classifying, and inventorying the biological diver-

sity of the state, better decisions can be made for managing and protecting our exceptional ecological

resources for the future.

Taking Action To Conserve Our Forests

New Hampshire has a strong tradition ol local governance. This tradition is founded on a commitment to

public involvement and a spirit of working coltectively toward consensus. In addition to our state legisla-

ture, every city and town is managed by elected governilg and planning boards that guide long-term devel-

opment in the community.

In addition, more than 200 towns in the state authorize coruerua-

tion commissions.The commissions are charged by the state

legislature with the responsibility to inventory and protect a

community's natural resources. Each commission is comp sed

of volunteeE appointed by the board of selectmen.

Numerous local, state, and national organizations actively
promote healthy forests for the future. These organizations

often advocate for sound public lorest management policies and

educate the public about important issues. Membership in one

of these conserDation otganizations proltides an opportunity to

be informed about and involved in issues that aflect New

Hampshire's forests.
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Educatinrl Outselves Aboul O r Forests

A well-informed citizenry is essential to sustaining dynamic and vigorous forests for the future. Education

must begin with our youth - enhancing their understanding and appreciation for the ecological, social, and

economic values of our natural resources and instilling in them a commitment to take informed action on

behalf ol the environment. This awareness must continue into adulthood, as they become landowners and

citizens making private and public decisions affecting the use and conservation of our forests.

Project Learning Tree (PLT) and other environmental education programs train formal
and nonjormal educators about the d!'namics of natural and built environments and an
individual's place within them. To prepare young people to care for and act responsibly

on behalf of the natural world, PLT and other programs work to create a strong sense of
place by connecting our youth to a natural place in their own backyard.

PLT4
Programs abound to help landowners and cit izens make well- informed decisions about forests. Con_

servation organizations, private industries, and state and federal agencies offer regular workshops

and trainings to share their knowledge and experience for using and conserving our forests and other

natural environments.

Questions
Consider a favoiite field or forested area. What makes
this land special to you? Have you ever walked through
it? Do other people consider the land special? Is it pri-
vately or publicly owned? How is the land now used? ls
there a potential for the use of the land to change, for
example, into house lots? What actions could you take
to keep this land as a field or forest? Who would be
affected by your actions and how?

To help interpret the information on this factsheet, tum
to Ihe Project Leaming Trce PrcK8 ActiDity Guide!

PLT Activity +50:
400-Acne Wood

Fun Fact
In the Northeast, nearly 90% of all

forest land is privately owned. By

contrast,32% of forest land in the

Rocky Mountain states and 45% in

the Pacific Northwest is privately

owned. ,""a .

New Hampshire's state legislature

is the third Iargest legislative

body in the world. Only the

Bitish Parliament and U.S.

Congress contain more members.

Students will play the roles of managers of a 400-acre
piece of public forest. Through these roles, students begin to undersiand the
complex considerations that influence management decisions about forest lands.

PLT Activity'57: Democnacy ln Action
Democratic systems depend on the involvement of citizens in policy-making and decision-
making. This actMty helps students learn about the roles and responsibilities of citizen
groups in environmental policies and decision making, and about how young people can
become involved in the process.

Permission is grantEd to copy factsheets, in pan or in whole, for educational purposes. All other rights reserued.
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